There will be two stages with 6 bands on Saturday. Over 40 vendors will be there, with hl:ﬂ' sales by
the VFW. The headliner is San Antonio based, award-winning band Kin Faux band.

The Chamber, in
coordination with the City of
Lytle, will be hosting their first
annual Lytle Music Fest on
Friday and Saturday the 24 and
25 of March 2023.

Friday, March 24 — There
will be a2 BBQ cookoff with 3

Iconic

By Kayleen Holder

Editor

The year 2021 marked the S00™
anniversary of cattle coming to the
Americas. The iconic Texas Long-
horn is getting harder and harder
to find these days as the population
has dwindled, but the Davis fam-
ily is doing everything they can to

the iconic breed on their
family ranch right here in Medina
County.

DWD Longhoms, LLC owned by
Don and Debbie Davis, is among a
small group of conservation breed-
ers. The ranch maintains a herd of

categories: brisket, mibs, and
chicken, as well as Cornhole
tournaments, and two concerts
in the evening. Kendi Jean
Music kicks off the music at 6pm
with an acoustic performance.
Then Lytle based Texas country
recording artist Chuck Wimer

and his band take the stage at
Spm. There will also be Food
Trucks.

Saturday, March 25th- 6
Bands over 2 stages throughout
the day, beer sales by the VFW,
and around 40 vendors and food

Continued on page 15
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Texas Longhorns home on the range

right here in Medlna Coun

roughly 50 Texas Longhom cattle.

Dedicated to the cause, the Da-
vis family also offers private tours
with these majestic creatures, with
any donations going to Cattleman’s
Texas Longhom Conservancy
(more on this group later).

“T'm to give tours to
groups of 5 or fewer. 1 frequently
have families come out I drive
them out in a side-by-gide ATV. We
feed the cattle and they take photos.
When people ask if they can pay

Continued on page 8

Livestock
kills lead to
Mountain Lion

_advisory.in
Devine/Natalia area

Multiple Sheep,
goats killed

By Kayleen Holder

Editor

After more than one property
owner necar the 2200th block of
FM 463 reported multiple sheep
and goat attacks, the Medina
County Sheriff’s Office issued
a statement to inform residents
about the best way to respond
if you do encounter a mountain
lion as a precaution.

The advisory was issued to
the News this past Thursday,
March 16, however there are
conflicting thoughts on the cul-
prit of the attacks.

waiting on that footage before
we'll really know,” Rodriguez
added. “In one of the cases we
can see where the animal came
in under the fence, and so we
believe that at least one might
have been a pack of dogs.”
Sheriff Randy Brown added,
“It happened in the area of the
Natalia bus barn. We issued the
statement on Thursday about
the best way to respond if you
do see a lion, but the evidence
that was left behind leads me to
believe it may have been a pack
of dogs, because usually a lion
will kill just one, not several,
and they only eat certain parts
of the animal. If anyone has a
picture, I'd like to see it.”
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Debbie Davis poses with one of their favorite
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pet steers named Cole, who had horns spanning roughly 7 feet wide. To this day, tl!d.:

legendary angpnrn’u remains has an honored place on the family ranch, where a steer named Roy now presides over a herd of
50 authentic and pure Texas Longhorns which have evolved to survive even the harshest Texas mnngitlnm over their #Irll: _w;n.

Natalia Bluebonnet Festival &
Parade this Saturday, March 25

The 2023 Natalia Bluebon-
net Festival and Parade will be
held this Saturday, March 25th in
downtown Matalia. The festival
grounds are open from 9 am to
5 pm.

Carme ot and  entoyw thie

grassy area closest to La Pasadita
Restaurant. The Alamo City Hot
Rods have been invited to attend,
as well as, those car lovers in our
local community!

We have a great lineup this
vear for our tarade to inelinde e

at 9:30 a.m. so get a spot early!
The parade route starts at Love’s
and meanders past the Little
League Field before tuming left
on Main Street past the festival
grounds, ending as it reaches Au-
brey Street. Our Grand Marshall

ities for everyone at the festival,
plus plenty of food and non-food
vendors. Take part in our Silent
Auction and bid on your favor-
ite item. In addition, purchase a
chance to win a 4 month old male

Thesns mia Bear sharis el ot me




L et e B R L ankanii el

The Devine News, March 22, 2023, devinenews.com / Page 8

 Davis family dedicated to preserving

Iconic Texas Longhorns

Continued from front

me, | ask them to make a donation
%o the Conservancy instead,” Mrs.
Davis said.

DWD Longhoms dlso sells cattle
10 other ranchers, many who love
having that iconic piece of history
among their herd.

“Longhom mommas are great
for raising beel calves sired by
bulls of other breeds. Many com-
merce breeders have bought heifers
from us for that purpose,” Mrs, Da-
vis said. “On the flip size, longhom
bulls produce small, casy to birth
calves, so they are popular to use
on first-time heifers of large beef
breeds.™ - :

While the annual female calf crop
is offered for sale to other ranchers
and most of the male calf crop goes
into the Grassfed beef program
marketed through Bandera Grass-
land™. Due o persistent drought
over the last four years, beef pro-
duction has been very limited.

. Itis the Davis's hope that slowly
these cattle will cycle back into
favor of mainstream livestock

‘production. The best method of
conservation for any endangered
product is to create a demand in the
marketplace for many reasons.

Longhoms are better suited to
survive the drought among many
other good qualities, Davis ex-
plains.

“They evolved h:rc aver 400
years. They are uniquely. adapted
to this area. Not only do they eat
grass, they browse like a deer when
no grass is available,” Mrs, Davis

“I. have a photo taken in Alpine,

" TX during 2020 drought. that is
testament to how well these cattle
can maintain their body condition
in adverse conditions. The range
conditions were devoid of grass,
vet these cattle scrounged encugh
browse to stay fat,” she adds.

In 2005, the Davis family also
founded the public charity Cattle-
men’s Texas Longhorn Conservan-
ey (CTLC). Debbie took over the
seat of president after the death of

Enrique E. Guerra.

Renowned for their natural dis-
ecase-resistance, the Texas Long-
hom persists today a5 a superior
spurce of beef in our changing cli-
mate,

As the most desirable environ-
ments and fertile lands are con-
sumed by urban development, agri-
cultural production for our nation's
food supply is pushed farther- cut
into marginal and and lands.

The Texas Longhorn is adapted
to thrive in that environment. The
meat is higher in protein and lower
in cholesterol and saturated fat than
other breeds of cattle and they are

naturatly adapted to grass-finish in

this area. The Davis's are working -

to educate young landowners about
the value of the Texas Longhom
and biological ‘significance of pre-
serving unmixed individual breeds
fior the future of our food security.

A state repreésentative, Justin
Holland, regently wrote a commen-
tary picce recently noting, “Every
year, Texas loses nearly 250,000
acres of land to development. Ru-
ral working lands that make up the
wide-open spaces definitive of the
Texas character aré evaporating at
an alarming rate.”

- Editor’s Note: Statistics like that
one make us so grateful to the Da-
vis family and all other farmers and
ranchers in the area, working the
land and putting food on our table.

Quick Q& A with Mrs, Davis

What do you love most about
raising Longhorns?

| love seeing these beautiful ani-
mals in the pasture, Their varied
colars and horn shapes make pas-
ture visits like looking through a
kaleidoscope. Anticipation of the
upcoming calf.crop is always re-
warded by wondersof combinations.

How large of an operation do
you have in Medina County and
in Texas?

On a beef production scale, we
are quite small. On a cattle owner
scale we are average according to
a 2012 ag census. -Thirty-six per-

o ; ! seyeral. shapes but, all fwist, _Flaf, |

Lunghnm mommas are also grﬂt fur ralslng b-l!tf I:I?'l-"ﬂ .tlred
by bulls of other breeds as they are excellent mothers, and many
ranchers use them for that purpose Davis explained.

The phutu n!‘ Chay shrnm a spuklad r.-nlm' plttern Ciasy
hm‘ns are the old-time handle-bar style. :
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“on

cent of the cattle inventory in this
state comes from ranches with 50
or fewer head. To look at that from
another angle, half of the ranches
in this state raise 50 or fewer head
of cattle. The fewer lange acreage
ranches make up the majority of
cattle production in the state. We
average 50 breeding head on our
Medina County property. We have
a grazing lease in Bandera County
and some family property in Hays
County wh:rew&nmafewm

Did y*all grow up lurnlng the
cattle business?

Not exactly. Our agm.uitural
roots skipped one or more genera-
tions. My paternal grandfather was
a dry-land crop farmer in north Tex-
as. Don's family hails to the Trail
Drivers era of twenty-one years fol-
lowing the end of the Civil War, We
both grew up spending weekends
family-owned  agricultural
lands, but we were city kids. We
were influenced by the idealistic’
1960":-1970" influence to return to
the land. 'We began dabbling in the

 cattle business on family land when

Dron surprised me on my thirtieth
birthday with two Texas Longhom
heifers. As the years progressed
we found we enjoyed the rural life-
style more than our urban e and
made the leap to buy a ranch. That
was 1999, [ took animal science
and range management ¢ourses at
Southwest Texas State University,
but our best education was experi-
ence, jumping in and making mis-
takes. There were and continue
to be resources for young agrar-
ians such as Savory International,
Stockman GrassFarmer and Acres
U.S.A. conferences, publications
by Allan Mation and a host of oth-
ers skilled in sustainable practices.

What led ¥*all to focus on pre-

- serving the iconic Longhorns?

We are both UT alumnae. Origi-
nally, we wanted a few prefty cows
to enjoy on family property. We
were fortunate early on to meet the
founders of the Cattlemen's Texas
Longhom Registry, who taught us
to recognize the difference between

historic phenotypes and the mod- -

em improved variety. We became
passionate about preservation and
focused our efforts to make raising
a conservation herd economical,
These cattle come in all colors
imaginable, making them intérest-
ing to see in the pasture.

Cows' and steers’ homs grow in

straight out horn growth indicates
crossbreeding with African breeds.
Steers grow much | than cows
and taller than bulls.

Bulls® homs tend to grow forward
for fighting for dominance. The

victor passes on his genetics to the;

next generalion.

Cows" homs. grow laterally and
twist. . They know precisely whers
the tips of the homs are and use
them as tools. They can scratch an
“itch on their rear, skewer a covote,
and swipe flies off their backs. ["ve
even seen 3 clever steer use his
hom to flip up & chain from a gate
latch o open a gate—nof the most
desirable trick to learn, butl dem-

. onstrates the intelligence of these

animals and their ability to prob-

. lem solve. Texas Longhom cows

are known for their fertility.  They
deliver their first calf by twenty-
four months of age and breed

*  back to calve again within twelve

months. The best cows calve ev-
ery ten to eleven months. I have
had numerous cows by their fenth
birthday, that have weaned as many
calves as the cow is old. They are
known for their longevity, Most
Texas Longhom cows continue to
wean a calf every vear until they
are sixteen. I've had Several make
it to twenty-one years still raising
calves,

Calves are bom quite small;
35-50 pounds is average. Their
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also very gentle.

BWD L-ungl'mms LLC nwne»d I:-}r Don aud Dehhle Iuﬂs n:mnng a small gmup uf nununraﬁnn

- o =

breeders. The ranch maintains a herd of roughly 50 "I"e:ns Longhorn cattle. Dedicated to the
cause, the Davis family also offers private tours with these majestic creatures, with any dﬁnn-
tions going to Cattleman’s Ttras Longhorn Conservancy.

small size, narrow shoulders and
fore facilitate a trouble-free
delivery. They are thrifty and able
o travel within a short time after
birth in event the maother senses
danger. The calves grow quickly
and can wean at half the mother’s
weight by seven months.

Steers are castrated males. The
beef industry prefers steer over
bull meat becavse testosterone can
toughen the ‘muscle fibers and de-
creases inter-muscular fat, 'Without
male hormones, steers’ homs tend
to grow more in the shape of cows’,
only much larger. Yes, steers do
make great pets on rural properties.

We bought our steer Cole when
he was about 15 months-old. He
was among a trailer load of young

_ steers plus a couple of mature ones

we brought back to Texas in 1996,
Al that time, we had a good mar-
ket for pet steers. By chance, we
never sold Cole. He grew up and
we took him on display to events
such as the Cowboy Poeiry Gather-
ing in Alpine, TX. He had a gentle
soul. He lived to be 21 years-old
and died in the pasture. His skull
has an honored place on the gable
on the front of pur home. Now we
have our prize pet steer Roy, who is

L]
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How do you ]unw a real Long-
horn when you see one?

Some of the tyvpical fraits pos-
sessed by conservation Texas Long-
horn cattle are:- Some attributes
include a recumbent J shape bone
conformation on the tail head. The
tail sits slightly higher than the
middle spime and the thigh drops
siraight to the hock. Many English

cand Indicus breeds have rounded

rumps. The Texas Longhom pelvis
s level, not sloping downward. The
flank is higher than the elbow. This
is believed to attribute to ability to
cover great distances. Many Texas
Lorighoms appear to have a limber
gway in their spine as their long legs
step over uneven terrain. The skin
on their undersides is tight without
pendulous flaps to catch thorny un-
derbrush. Their heads are long and
narrow. Cows frequently appear to
be approximately the same width
at the muzzle as the crown, Their
nostrils are large enabling free in-
take of breath on their leng endur-
ance walks. They have long hair
in their elliptical ears that helps to
keep out insects. Those ears are in
a protected position high under the
homs.

A lirde history....

The iconic Texas Longhom is
a breed of cattle that evolved by
natural’ selection to be uniguely
adapted to the environment of Tex-
as, Mexico, and the southwestern
U8, Iberian ancestors of this breed
were brought to the New World by
Spanish explorers and Missionaries
beginning in 1521. ;

The first caftle to set foot onto

ed o SwWampy, ﬂmﬂumm.

“These.
are the
cattle of
legendary
trail drives
where the
American
cowboy
‘was born.”

the Morth American Continent
were brought by Ponce de Ledn to
the Fort Myers area of Florida in
152]. Descendants of those cattle
evolved into the Florida Cracker
hm:d small-framed animals a.dapl-

w T | ] .
Gregoiro de "n:'llEalcnbﬁs ships lnf
cattle landed at the Panuco River
near Tampico, Mexico. Descen-
dants of those cattle and from sub-
sequent voyages over the following
200 years contributed to the genet-
ics of the Texas Longhorm; a tall,
long-legped animal adapted to arid,
thormy, predator  prone m\tu'l:m
fmends.

These are the cattle of legend-
ary. trail drives where the American

cowboy was born moving over nine
" million head to the northern plains

to build herds for westward expan-
sion and to Kansas railheads to feed
the hungry northeastern nation after
the War between the States. These
cattle rebuilt the Texas economy af-
ter the war and established many of
the great Texas ranches pnnr to the
ail industry.

Longhoms cattle fell out of favor
with ranchers in the late 1800°s as
fattier European breeds were intro-
duced. Back then, the tallow was as
important as the beef, for candles,
soap, and other household neces-
sities. The Texas Longhomn horns
did not fit well into railcars and the
independent will of the breed was
more difficult to restrain. The 69*
US" Congress appropriated $3000
in 1927 to save Longhoms “from
complete extinciion.”

Today, descendants of those
early gathered caitle remain foday
on the Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge in Oklahoma and Fort Rab-

insan - State Park in Mebraska. . De-

seendants of the herd assembled by
Sid Richardson reside today as the
Official State of Texas Longhom
Herd at Fort Griffin State Historic

Site in Albany, TX, San Angelo

_ g;qm-d I:he: mlngnty nt‘ ﬂ-u_- -:Id-tm:.

State Park -and smaller groups at

. Copper Breaks State Park, Abilenc *

State Park and Palo Duro {':an}'m
State Park.

Roughly 100 private breeders '
continee to raise heritage genetics '
Texas Longhom cattle, numbering
between 3000-3500 total animals in
this couniry,

The breed was declared Criti-
cally Endangered by The Livestock
. Conservancy in 2014. .

Few herds remain of animals

that do not possess genetics crossed |
with other breeds. The small gene
pool creates unique challenges for
conservation breeders to maintain
genetic diversity. Mumugh there
are tens of thousands of homed
cattle in the USA and other coun-
tries, -the historic Texas

is endangered by dilution due to |
crosshreeding, p

More about CTLC

Mrs, Davis recently helped re-
design the website for Cattleman’s
Texas Longhom Conmservancy
“where history and science meet =
theboms.™ * - 505 TSR

The group’s mission m"tu: safe- t

pu‘u!i:'abwt thie t‘a‘m:-ﬂ!’ consery- |
ing this naturally cvolved breed of |
cattle and providing resources for
continued research into understand-
ing their unique, genetic traits.” ¥

Cattlemen's Texas Longhom
Cansm'm*lr.ﬁy i5 a nonprofit, tax-ex-

empt charitable organization (EIN
05-0618099) under Section 501(c) |
(3} of the Internal Revenue Code.
Donations are Ea::-dc-l:lur;tl.hll: as al-
lowed by law. ‘

Mrs. Davis continues to act as
lizison between cattle breeders and
research Geneticists working on a |
comprehensive genetic definition of |
the historic Texas Longhorn. The |
CTLC maintaing a bank of semen |
collected from conservalion bullsl
for use by conservation breeders, |
gmnrm research and to ensure for |
posterity preservation of old genet- |
ics. The CTLC offers for public |
use a Iibrar:.r of research articles |
available on the website and devel- |
oped a TEKS curricula for fﬂ-u:ﬂl=
and seventh-grade Texas History |
and Social Studies students and |
High School Biology lessons. The |
organceation has need of a certified |
educator to update those lessons to |
current STAAR requirements. We |

are calling for volunteers. I

Here's how you can get in touch: .
Cattlemen’s Texas Longhom Cun— i
SET\I'H'I-E-'}'

Debbic Davis, President

PO, Box 36

Tarpley, TX 78883

(8307 562-3650 land
(830) 796-1057 cell

dc‘hhue@mml&nghmnsera
VANCY.Org

line

This phote of Cuidado and Freya shows a typical Texas Longhorn bulkand cow. After evolving
over 400 years, Longhorns are hetter suited to survive the drought among many other good
© qualities.
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